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Leicha A. Bragg 
Deakin University

GEOCACHING = TREASURE HUNTING + 
MATHEMATICS + ENGAGEMENT +
COMMUNITY + FUN

WHAT IS GEOCACHING?

Geocaching (pronounced geo‐cashing) is a 
worldwide game of hiding and seeking 
treasure.  A geocacher can place a 
geocache in the world pinpoint itsgeocache in the world, pinpoint its 
location using GPS technology and then 
share the geocache's existence and 
location online.  Anyone with a GPS device 
can then try to locate the geocache. 

Source: http://www.geocaching.com/about/
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FAKE RAT GEOCACHE
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SHELL MICRO GEOCACHE
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HIDING A GEOCACHE

ALICE SPRINGS GEOCACHE SLOVAKIA GEOCACHE
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GEOCACHE ONLINE

DESCRIPTION
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DR. LEICHA A. BRAGG

DR. LEICHA A. BRAGG

THE LOG BOOK LOGGING THE FIND ONLINE

TNLNSL = Took Nothing Left Nothing Signed Logbook    
TFTH = Thanks For The Hide
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WHY PLACE-BASED

EDUCATION?
“Emphasizing hands‐on, real‐
world learning experiences, this 
approach to education 
increases academic 
achievement, helps students 
d l t ti t th idevelop stronger ties to their 
community, enhances students’ 
appreciation for the natural 
world, and creates a heightened 
commitment to serving as 
active, contributing citizens.”

David Sobel, Childhood and Nature

GEOCACHING AND

MATHEMATICS

 Measurement and Geometry 
Location and Geometric reasoning

 Distance, direction, compass points, , , p p ,
co‐ordinates, angles 

 Mapping – read, follow, plan trips, 
draw, using scale 

DR. LEICHA A. BRAGG & DR. CYNTHIA NICOL 2011  

Trackable – Travel Bug

Send your Send your 
class travel class travel 
bug into the bug into the 

worldworld
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GEOCACHING AND

MATHEMATICS

 Statistics and Probability 
Data representation and interpretation 

 Analysing datay g

 Interpreting data displays

DATA

Source:  Bragg, L.  A. & Skinner, M. (2011). Geocaching: A mathematical treasure hunt. Middle and upper primary. 
Bayswater, Australia: Teachers First Choice. p. 52. 

PRE GEOCACHING SKILLSPRE-GEOCACHING SKILLS

SOURCE: BRAGG, L. A. & SKINNER, M. (2011). GEOCACHING: A MATHEMATICAL TREASURE HUNT. MIDDLE AND UPPER PRIMARY. 
BAYSWATER, AUSTRALIA: TEACHERS FIRST CHOICE. 
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CHALK COMPASS

Source:  Bragg, L. A. & Skinner, M. (2011). Geocaching: A mathematical treasure hunt. Middle and upper primary. 
Bayswater, Australia: Teachers First Choice. 

Scale, bearings and cardinal points. 

I never knew how to use it [a compass] properly but 

THROUGH GEOCACHING I 
LEARNT…

now I know how to use it and all of the different 
directions.  

I didn’t know co‐ordinates that well, so I am pretty 
good at it now.

CURRICULUM

CONNECTIONS Social 
Studies

•reading and 
creating maps

Language

•Writing 
(representing)

•Reading (viewing 
– graphics)

W lki hiki
Physical
Education

•Walking, hiking, 
orienteering

•Daily Physical 
Activity

Science

•Plant and animal 
adaptations

•Habitats/ 
communities/

•ecosystems

Art 
•Drawing/painting

•photography

HUNGARIAN CHILDREN

GEOCACHING

DR. LEICHA A. BRAGG

HUNGARIAN CHILDREN

GEOCACHING

DR. LEICHA A. BRAGG

HAPPY TREASURE HUNTING

www.geocaching.com

WEBSITE

Email
Leicha.Bragg@deakin.edu.au
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